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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: .easily find a plan of distribution in which the eIects of practice are
properly compensated. At the conclusion of the experiment, E sorts out the 200 results into two groups of 100
each, which he arranges in columns under the rubrics / (rt to the leJ) and II (rl to the right of r). The values rm,
em and c are to be determined separately for each group of 100 determinations. We have said that the value
em is the most characteristic test-value furnished by the method. We shall want, then, to determine em as
accurately as possible. Now in any given setting of r, the error e is algebraically added to a constant error c. But
a constant error is simply an error whose conditions are constant; its amount may vary, quite considerably,
from stage to stage of a long series of experiments. If our own constant error c has varied in this way, its
variation must evidently have aIected the value of em as determined above. To free em of any influence of this
sort, we must fractionate the results. We determine Ze, not for the whole group of 100 observations, but for
quarter-groups of 25 observations apiece; and we determine em, not as., but as IOO This value is more
accurate than the value On the other hand, it is IOO indiIerent for the determination of the c of each group
whether we work from the group as a whole, or separately from...
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