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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Piraki Log (E Pirangi Ahau Koe): Or Diary of
Captain Hempleman, With Introduction, Glossary Illustrations and Map A complete List of all Vessels mentioned
in the Log has been added to those entered up as having been spoken by the Bee before February 17, 1836, and
of the Hands on the Books; but only a few sample pages are given of the voluminous Slop Accounts, Lists of
Stores in hand, Provisions served out, Whales caught, Gear lost, c., which are of no present interest except as
illustrating the old-time method of book-keeping on a whaling-station. There is, however, much more to be
learned from a careful perusal of these - quite the earliest - Canterbury (Middle Island) Records than the mere
insight into the life of hardship, privation, and danger habitually endured by the adventurous Whaler in the
Southern Seas of the ironically named Pacific Ocean; for this particular Record has the marked peculiarity of
being at the same time a Diary of events on shore, and a Master-whaler s Log . Thus, the sailor-like daily
chronicle, during the winter months of the Whaling-season, of the wind and weather experienced some seventy
years ago, should be of as much interest to the twentieth-century Meteorologist, as the man-on-shore s
complaint (December 19, 1837) against the Midsummer blizzards, so often experienced, will be cordially
endorsed by the Sheep-farmer of the present day. Owing, also, to this quasi-amphibious nature of the Piraki
Settlement, we are enabled to fix the exact date of Bishop Selwyn s first landing in the South Island, on a visit of
inspection into the Missionary progress and further needs of that part of...
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