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Summary: "A wildly audacious and compellingly written book.Reading The Heat of the Sun is like watching an
author keep daring himself to take higher and higher hurdles and clearing them every time; he creates dizzying
effects, both in his web of plot twists and in the prism of twentieth-century history through which he tells his
story." Opera News "David Rain's striking debut novel.is wholly original and a lot of fun. Read it and the
twentieth century may never look the same to you again."John Burnham Schwartz, author of Reservation
Road and The Commoner "There are passages in the novel that have a heartbreaking beauty worthy of
Puccini's music." The Washington Post "This fantastic story swirls around an irresistibly charismatic 'bad boy'
whose odyssey of self-definition pulls the whole world in its wake."Andrew Solomon, author of Far from the
Tree and The Noonday Demon "An explosive story of friendship.a sensitive, intelligent snapshot of a watershed
moment in our country's history.Rain's worthy novel is a touching, often searing tale of friendship, betrayal and
love. His flawed characters are staggering beneath the weight of the past, which they carry like burdens even
beyond the book's chilling, operatic conclusion." BookPage "What happened to the characters in Puccini's
opera Madama Butterfly after Cio-Cio-San's suicide? Australian author Rain imagines some answers in.[a first
novel that is] dramatic, even operatic, and an engaging read." Booklist "Rain, who's 'far too young to be
writing this exquisitely' ( Bookbag ), imagines what happened to the son of Madame Butterfly, Puccini's
eponymous heroine." Library Journal "[The] characters and a sense of tragedy evoke American authors
Fitzgerald and Styron, yet Rain's outsider worldview enriches rather than dulls the narrative, particularly in
sequences set in Pacific Rim...
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