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abstract: During the Early Modern English period, the Puritans in England developed certain language usages
of their own that were mainly on the lexical level. Their language showed variation especially in the vocabulary
(Barber 1997: 23). In the standard work Early Modern English by Charles Barber, he claims that repetition is
probably a feature of Puritan public speech and takes as a foundation a character from Ben Jonson's play
Bartholomew Fair (1997: 24). So the first aim of this paper is to prove or refute Barber's assertion that Puritans
used the stylistic device of repetition in public speaking. The second aim of this paper is to find out to what
extent the Puritans used their vocabulary in diJerent literary genres. There will also be a short explanation of
the meaning of Puritan words that are found in the text. This aspect cannot be considered in full detail as it
would go beyond the scope of this paper. Furthermore, the paper will comment on whether the depiction of
Puritans in 16th and 17th century drama is realistic concerning the use of Puritan vocabulary and repetition of
words and phrases. Van Beek writes in An enquiry into puritan vocabulary, which served as a main source for
this paper, that there had hardly been done any similar work on the Puritan vocabulary before his study (1969:
5). According to the online bibliography of the Modern Language Association (MLA), there have not been
published any similar studies from 1969 till today. In fact, there...
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